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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest Files Lawsuit Against the 

Expedite the Removal of

New York, NY, July 20, 2011 – New York Lawyers for the Public Interest filed 

against the New York City Department of Education (DOE) and the School Construction Authority (SCA) 

under the federal Toxic Substances Control Act. 

Communities for Change (NYCC), an organization whose membership includes thousands of parents 

across the city. 

The suit alleges that thousands of light fixtures across New York City are 

violation of federal law and are thereby 

acknowledges that there are over 564,000 lights in 772 schools that

lights went out of production more than 30 years ag

DOE and SCA have proposed a decade

community outcry, they have no plan to remove them in a faster timeframe. 

demanding the City remove and replace all PCB

timeframe possible, which is why NYLPI 

Studies have shown that PCBs threaten the immune, respiratory, and nervous systems; decrease 

children’s ability to learn and remember; and pose particularly severe risks to reproductive and fetal 

health. “PCBs cause a lot of health problems and my concern 

been deteriorating in the schools for over 30 years,”

Riley who has a daughter in The Academy of Young Writers and another daughter who will be entering 

High School in a year. “My daughters don’t need to absorb PCBs into their systems right now let alone 

be exposed for the next 10 years, particularly when exposure during reproductive years is particularly 

dangerous. The city has left us no choice but to sue to get the

“By allowing these contaminated, leaking light fixtures to remain in classrooms across the city, the DOE 

and the SCA are in bold violation of federal law,” said Miranda Massie, 

Lawyers for the Public Interest. “They are needlessly exposing public school children and staff to 

PCBs that are harmful to their health

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest Files Lawsuit Against the 

al of PCB-Containing Light Ballasts in NYC Schools

 

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest filed a federal law

against the New York City Department of Education (DOE) and the School Construction Authority (SCA) 

under the federal Toxic Substances Control Act. The lawsuit was filed on behalf of New York 

an organization whose membership includes thousands of parents 

light fixtures across New York City are leaking highly toxic PCBs

thereby endangering the health of NYC schoolchildren. 

acknowledges that there are over 564,000 lights in 772 schools that very likely contain PCBs. Since these 

went out of production more than 30 years ago, many of them are now failing and leaking. 

proposed a decade-long plan to remove these dangerous fixtures, and despite 

they have no plan to remove them in a faster timeframe. Parents are rightfully 

y remove and replace all PCB-containing light fixtures in schools within the fastest 

NYLPI is filing this suit.  

Studies have shown that PCBs threaten the immune, respiratory, and nervous systems; decrease 

children’s ability to learn and remember; and pose particularly severe risks to reproductive and fetal 

lot of health problems and my concern is that these old light fixtures have 

been deteriorating in the schools for over 30 years,” said NY Communities for Change member Brenda 

Riley who has a daughter in The Academy of Young Writers and another daughter who will be entering 

in a year. “My daughters don’t need to absorb PCBs into their systems right now let alone 

, particularly when exposure during reproductive years is particularly 

The city has left us no choice but to sue to get these dangerous light fixtures out now.”

“By allowing these contaminated, leaking light fixtures to remain in classrooms across the city, the DOE 

and the SCA are in bold violation of federal law,” said Miranda Massie, Legal Director of 

hey are needlessly exposing public school children and staff to 

that are harmful to their health.” 
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a federal lawsuit today 
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Studies have shown that PCBs threaten the immune, respiratory, and nervous systems; decrease 

children’s ability to learn and remember; and pose particularly severe risks to reproductive and fetal 

is that these old light fixtures have already 

said NY Communities for Change member Brenda 

Riley who has a daughter in The Academy of Young Writers and another daughter who will be entering 

in a year. “My daughters don’t need to absorb PCBs into their systems right now let alone 

, particularly when exposure during reproductive years is particularly 

ngerous light fixtures out now.”  

“By allowing these contaminated, leaking light fixtures to remain in classrooms across the city, the DOE 

Legal Director of New York 

hey are needlessly exposing public school children and staff to toxic 



The leaking lights were discovered during a pilot study the City agreed to after a Bronx mother, 

represented by NYLPI, sued them over the problem of PCBs in caulk. The results of the study showed 

that the problem of PCB air contamination was much worse than most people had expected and that 

contaminated lights, in addition to caulk, were a major cause of the high levels in the air.  

“It is quite clear that the City of New York’s plan to remediate the city’s schools of PCBs lacks the 

urgency befitting a major public health risk for possibly hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers,” said 

Congressman Jerrold Nadler (D-NY).  “A 10-year timeframe to comprehensively test and remediate all of 

the schools likely contaminated with PCBs presents a real risk to the health of schoolchildren, teachers, 

staff, and pregnant women who are exposed.  Federal laws such as the Toxic Substances Control Act are 

designed to protect us from such exposure, and we must ensure that the City has indeed followed all 

laws on PCB testing and remediation.” 

"The City's proposed ten-year timeline to remove toxic, potentially cancer-causing PCB-laden lighting 

ballasts from nearly 800 city public schools is just too long," said Assemblymember Linda B. Rosenthal 

(D/WF).  "I find it reprehensible that the City would view a serious risk to public health, which threatens 

our most important resource - our children, in such a lackadaisical manner.   I proposed legislation that 

would require the City to speed that process by years, and held a hearing in Albany demanding answers 

from the City. The City's officials could not give me one reason why the toxic lighting ballasts could not 

be removed sooner.  I support NYLPI's lawsuit and fine work on behalf of New York Communities for 

Change; together we will continue to push the City to treat this issue with the seriousness it deserves. 

We can and must do better, for the sake of our schoolchildren." 

 “Ten years is far too long to wait, especially when the health and well-being of our children are 

concerned. It is time for the City to put forward an aggressive plan to remediate PCB contamination in 

our public school buildings, rather than use cost concerns to delay cleanup. The City must not put a price 

on the safety of our public school students and employees,” said Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 

 

“Parents and community members are demanding transparency, and a short turnaround to protect 

children's health,” said Massie. “The City’s refusal to respond with the necessary urgency has forced 

parents to resort to litigation.” 

 

## 

About New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI) advances equality and civil rights, with a focus on 

health justice, disability rights and environmental justice, through the power of community lawyering 

and partnerships with the private bar. Through community lawyering, NYLPI puts its legal, policy and 

community organizing expertise at the service of New York City communities and individuals. NYLPI’s 

partnership with the private bar strengthens its advocacy and connects community groups and non-

profits with critical legal assistance. NYLPI is the recipient of the 2010 New York Times Awards for 

Nonprofit Excellence. 



About New York Communities for Change 

New York Communities for Change is a coalition of working families in low and moderate income 

communities fighting for social and economic justice throughout New York State. By using direct action, 

legislative advocacy and community organizing, NY Communities’ members work to impact the political 

and economic policies that directly affect us. Through neighborhood chapters and issue-based 

committees, we are working to ensure that every family throughout New York has access to quality 

schools, affordable housing, and good jobs. 

 


