
New York Lawyers  

For The Public Interest, Inc. 

151 West 30th Street, 11th Floor 

New York, NY 10001-4017 

Tel 212-244-4664 Fax 212-244-4570 

TTY 212-244-3692  www.nylpi.org 

 

Page 1 of 3 

 

November 28, 2017 

Testimony of Health Justice Senior Staff Attorney Marinda van Dalen 

On Behalf of New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Before the New York City Council’s Committee on Immigration and Health 

Good day, my name is Marinda van Dalen and I am the Senior Health Justice Staff 

Attorney at the New York Lawyers for the Public Interest. Thank you to Chairperson 

Menchaca and the Committee members for providing the opportunity to present 

testimony today. 

Healthcare for New Yorkers in Immigration Detention 

NYLPI is deeply committed to improving the quality of healthcare received by New 

Yorkers in immigration detention. As you know, each year thousands of New York 

City residents are detained in U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) 

detention facilities. These facilities are housed within local jails in the New York 

metropolitan area.  New Yorkers in immigration detention are not charged with 

criminal violations and are primarily held to ensure that they attend future 

administrative hearings concerning their right to remain in the United States.  

Sadly, there are many New Yorkers with serious health conditions who spend long 

periods of time in immigration detention without receiving proper medical care. Our 

work has documented that ICE, and the facilities with which it contracts, routinely: 

deny vital medical treatment, such as dialysis and blood transfusions; subject sick 

people in need of surgery to unconscionable delays; ignore repeated complaints and 
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requests for care from people with serious symptoms; and refuse basic items such as 

glasses and dentures to people with medical conditions such as diabetes. People have 

needlessly ended up spending months in intensive care units due to delays in 

treatment. One of our client’s medical complaints were ignored for months leading to 

a delayed cancer diagnosis. Another needed emergency gall bladder surgery upon 

release due to delays in treatment during his detention. These deficiencies are serious 

and often life-threatening. Their impact is worsened by the interruption in Medicaid 

coverage frequently triggered by lengthy detention. 

For NYC residents held in detention, NYLPI provides individual and systemic 

advocacy to improve health care. For example, we provide support for City Council 

funded New York Immigrant Family Unity Project attorneys and have helped secure 

the release of New Yorkers from immigration detention partly based on the lack of 

adequate medical care. We coordinate a volunteer network of approximately fifty 

medical doctors who advocate with lawyers on behalf of immigrants in detention who 

have serious medical conditions. 

NYLPI also litigates civil rights cases challenging the denial of appropriate medical 

care. We have taken on the practice of releasing immigrants with serious mental 

health problems without any interim medication or treatment plans. NYLPI is 

currently investigating the death of a person who died in an immigration facility 

across the river in Bergan County, New Jersey. During his detention, he had 

repeatedly begged for medical care that was denied without explanation. We have 

identified priorities for future advocacy, including ensuring immediate access to 

Medicaid for immigrants released from detention who require medical care. 
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This year we also released a report (which was sent to the full council) documenting 

the deficiencies in the medical care provided to people detained in New York City-

area immigration detention facilities. We are using this report to shine a light on this 

population, a population of people we can only presume will continue to increase as 

ICE raids happen across the country and President Trump promises more 

deportations. We hope to inspire advocacy and commitment to immigrant legal 

services. 

We encourage the City Council to hold hearings to gather information and increase 

public awareness of the inadequacy of the health care provided to New Yorkers in 

immigration detention facilities. Further, we request the City Council consider 

resolutions and other actions which may bring meaningful improvements to the 

quality of health care provided to New York City residents in immigration detention, 

and promote alternatives to detention for New Yorkers in immigration removal 

proceedings, particularly those with serious and/or chronic health conditions. Finally, 

we encourage the Council take steps to ensure that those released from immigration 

detention are seamlessly re-connected to or assisted in applying for Medicaid, perhaps 

through the funding of advocates or navigators at the Varick Street facility where 

people are released.  

Thank you for your time and we look forward to continuing to work with the Council 

to improve immigrant New Yorkers’ access to health care. 

Please contact Marinda van Dalen at (212) 244-4664 or mvandalen@nylpi.org for 

further information or discussion.  

 


