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Good afternoon, my name is Yleana Roman, and I am the Health Justice & Immigration 
Staff Attorney1 at the New York Lawyers for the Public Interest. Thank you to 
Chairperson Levine and the Committee members for having this oversight hearing.  

NYLPI supports the passage of the New York State Health Act, legislation that would 
establish the New York Health program, a universal single payer health plan. NYLPI 
urges the State Legislature and the Governor to pass and sign the New York Health 
Program since it will cover undocumented immigrants who need healthcare. 

I. New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

For the past 40 years, New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI) has been a 
leading civil rights and legal services advocate for New Yorkers marginalized by race, 
poverty, disability, and immigration status. Through our community lawyering model, we 
bridge the gap between traditional civil legal services and civil rights, building strength 
and capacity for both individual solutions and long-term impact. Our work integrates the 
power of individual legal services, impact litigation, and comprehensive organizing and 
policy campaigns. Guided by the priorities of our communities, we strive to create equal 
access to healthcare, achieve equality of opportunity and self-determination for people 
with disabilities, ensure immigrant opportunity, strengthen local nonprofits, and secure 
environmental justice for low-income communities of color. 

Our staff of 33 includes lawyers, community organizers, social workers, legal advocates, 
development professionals, and administrators. 

In the past five years alone, NYLPI advocates have represented thousands of individuals 
and won campaigns improving the lives of millions of New Yorkers. Our work with 
community partners has led to landmark victories including deinstitutionalization for 
people with mental illness; access to medical care and government services for those 
with limited English proficiency; increased physical accessibility of New York City public 
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hospitals for people with disabilities; cleanup of toxins in public schools; and equitable 
distribution of environmental burdens. 

In addition, NYLPI’s Pro Bono Clearinghouse provides critical services to strengthen 
non-profits throughout every community in New York City. Drawing on volunteer 
lawyers from New York’s most prestigious law firms, we help nonprofits and community 
groups thrive by providing free legal services that help organizations overcome legal 
obstacles, build capacity, and develop more effective programs. Through educational 
workshops, trainings for nonprofit leaders, individual counseling and a series of 
publications, the Clearinghouse is at the forefront of helping nonprofits maximize their 
impact on communities in each of your Districts. 

II. NYLPI’s Health Justice Program’s efforts as part of the Immigrant Health 
Initiative 

NYLPI’s Health Justice Program brings a racial justice and immigrant rights focus to 
healthcare advocacy in New York City and State. NYLPI is privileged to be part of the 
City Council’s immigrant health initiative and we thank you for that support. Through this 
funding the Council supports our UndocuCare program. As part of the program, we 
have been able to train and give presentations on immigrant access to healthcare to 
hundreds of community-based organizations, health care providers, and legal services 
providers. We continue to provide comprehensive screenings, and representation to 
individuals, particularly those who are in health emergencies. NYLPI has had the 
flexibility to adjust and tailor the program according to the needs of the community and 
to be responsive in these changing times.  NYLPI works to ensure that immigrants have 
access to healthcare. Without access to health coverage, many of our clients would not 
be able to survive. 

We screen many clients in our UndocuCare program with serious health conditions, who 
unfortunately do not have any immigration relief available to them. For instance, we had 
a potential client who was 22 years old when he came to us for help. The client had a 
growth deficiency and needed Medicaid for treatment. Unfortunately, he did not qualify 
for immigration relief. If we were able to submit an immigration application on his behalf, 
then the client would have been PRUCOL and could have had the ability to obtain much 
needed care. Sadly, this was not the case and he continued to suffer. Many 
undocumented individuals are similarly situated and unable to make their presence 
known to immigration and so cannot become PRUCOL eligible and cannot have access 
to life-saving healthcare.  

Unfortunately, we regularly see New Yorkers with serious health conditions in the same 
situation, ineligible for immigration relief and ineligible for any healthcare beyond 
Emergency Medicaid. In fact, there are approximately 400,000 undocumented 
immigrant New Yorkers who are in this very position and do not have any kind of 



healthcare coverage. Additionally, there are hundreds of thousands of additional New 
Yorkers who fall between the cracks and are unable to access coverage.  Further, 
having coverage does not always mean access to comprehensive or quality coverage 
that addresses the person’s real needs in an affordable way.  The New York Health Act 
could change that and provide needed healthcare to these individuals, and in doing so, 
save lives.  

 
III. The New York State Health Act could ameliorate the impact of the proposed 

federal public charge regulation. 
 
As many of you have heard, the Federal Government has proposed a public charge 
regulation that will dramatically change how the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) adjudicates certain immigration applications. The federal government’s proposed 
regulation is having, and will continue to have, a chilling effect on immigrants accessing 
healthcare. Even those immigrants who are eligible and can access healthcare and will 
not be subject to this charge, are frightened. NYLPI predicts that many immigrants will 
not renew their health insurance or not apply for healthcare at all. Thus, a statewide 
health act that covers all individuals regardless of immigration status and income could 
help to combat the federal regulation’s impact and its chilling effect. It would also cover 
those immigrants that would in fact be affected by the regulation and show that New 
York State believes in our communities’ health.  
 
Additionally, outreach to immigrant communities and thoughtful implementation with 
respect to those communities are important to address the chilling effects and to the 
overall success of the New York Health program. A concerted and large outreach effort 
to immigrant communities, who are already intimidated and less likely to apply, is 
necessary to encourage use of the New York Health Program. It will also be crucial that 
the program have structures in place to enforce existing language access laws and 
ensure that the care provided is linguistically accessible to all.  
 
 

IV. Conclusion 
 

Our leaders must pass strong, affirmative legislation that protects all New Yorkers and 
supports the undocumented immigrant population in New York. Therefore, we support 
the New York State Health Act. 

Thank you for your consideration today. We look forward to continuing to work with the 
Council to improve immigrant New Yorkers access to healthcare. Please feel free to 
contact me at (212) 244-4664 or yroman@nylpi.org for further information or discussion. 
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[NYLPI brings a racial justice and immigrant rights focus to health care advocacy in New York City and State. We work to: 
(1) challenge health disparities; (2) eliminate racial and ethnic discrimination and systemic and institutional barriers that 
limit universal access to health care; (3) promote immigrant and language access to health care; and (4) address the social 
determinants of health so that all New Yorkers can live a healthy life.] 


