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Good morning, my name is Justin Wood and I am the director of Organizing and Strategic 
Research at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest and a member of the Access A Ride 
Reform Group. 
 
As my colleagues have said, we strongly support the proposed rule as a necessary first step 
toward ensuring civil rights to people with disabilities, and we urge the TLC to implement the 
25% accessible ride requirement for the For-Hire-Vehicle industry without delay. 
 
The current transit options for people with limited mobility are unacceptable, and without a 
requirement to provide equal access to wheelchair users, the growth of Uber, Lyft, and other 
FHV corporations makes things worse for New Yorkers with disabilities. 
 
In addition to refusing to provide wheelchair-accessible rides on demand, these corporations 
contribute far less funding to the mass transit system – including the paratransit system – than 
the yellow and green cabs, which since 2009 have been required to contribute a $.50 per-ride 
surcharge to the MTA. 
 
The result is that the yellow/green taxi industry is finally doing its fair share to provide 
accessible vehicles and contributes earmarked revenues to our crumbling transit and 
paratransit system while FHV corporations worth billions of dollars do neither.  
 
The desperate need to fund an outdated and crumbling transit infrastructure is well publicized, 
and I won’t go into detail here other than to point out that the Access-A-Ride paratransit 
system is equally if not more broken and equally if not more desperately in need of major 
investment to provide even a basic level of service to people with disabilities. 
 
Although FHV riders do pay a state sales tax, estimates have shown that only a small fraction of 
these go to the MTA – far less than if the $.50 taxi surcharge were added to FHV fares. 
 



In addition to adopting the proposed FHV accessibility rule and enforcing it rigorously, we urge 
the TLC to work together with the MTA and both state and local governments to pass rules and 
legislation to ensure that FHVs contribute their fair share to the paratransit and transit systems, 
which so desperately need investment and revenue. 
 
We need to stop letting billion-dollar corporations undermine the civil rights of New Yorkers, 
and we need to require them to contribute at least a modest share to funding the transit and 
paratransit systems so many of us rely on. 


