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Thank you, Chair Kaminsky and members of the committee, for the opportunity to 
speak with you on the importance of the Climate and Community Protection Act.  
 
We are facing a climate crisis. By passing the Climate and Community Protection 
Act, New York can take this moment of climate crisis and turn it into a moment of 
opportunity: to grow our state economy, to create new jobs, to bring relief to the 
communities most burdened by pollution, and to protect those most vulnerable to 
the risks of climate change. Many states have taken up the mantle and have passed 
legislation or taken executive action that will move them off fossil fuels, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and increase investment in clean energy initiatives. This 
is a defining moment in history, and this bill will re-establish New York as a leader 
that other states can emulate in the fight against climate change and for a just 
transition.  
 
At New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, where I am an environmental justice 
organizer, we have worked for nearly three decades to reduce the disproportionate 
environmental hazards in low-income communities and communities of color in 
the New York City area. We support the CCPA because it is the only climate bill 
that takes steps to ensure that the people on the front lines of the climate crisis can 
benefit equitably from the transition to a renewable energy economy. The CCPA is 
also the only climate bill to address not just greenhouse gas emissions but also 
prioritize reducing the co-pollutants that harm the health of people in the 
communities we work with every day.  
 
We can see the damaging impact of the fossil fuel economy in the South Bronx. 
Growing up in the South Bronx, and as a current resident of the Bronx, I have 
witnessed the harm that comes from our reliance of fossil fuels. The South Bronx 
is surrounded by three major highways: Cross Bronx Expressway, Major Deegan 
and Bruckner Boulevard. All three are clogged with diesel trucks that emit fine 
particulate matter and other co-pollutants that are dangerous to breathe, yet the 
people who live in the area have no choice. The South Bronx has one of the highest 
asthma rates in the state, exacerbated by co-pollutants from fossil fuel emissions.  



Throughout the entire state, particulate matter from trucks, buses, and cars, as well 
as co-pollutants from fossil fuel-fired power plants, are breathed in by some of the 
most vulnerable populations living in low-income, immigrant and communities of 
color—the elderly, infants, children and adults with asthma and other respiratory 
conditions. Extreme heat, which is becoming a greater threat due to climate change 
is also especially dangerous for these populations, with the increased possibility of 
heatstroke and heat exhaustion.  
 
Climate change also puts at risk waterfront communities such as Manhattan’s 
Lower East and the Rockaways in Queens. These and other communities near 
water are perpetually in danger of major storms impacting their communities and 
causing massive economic loss. And once again, people in disadvantaged 
communities bear disproportionate burdens from these storms. These individuals 
are often displaced from their homes with no other affordable housing options, 
putting additional strain on their financial situations.  
 
The tide is turning towards more efficient, clean, renewable sources of energy. The 
CCPA will help move the transition forward in an equitable way that benefits 
frontline communities, low- income New Yorkers, and workers.  
 
The CCPA includes necessary measures to ensure that clean energy investments 
are allocated equitably throughout New York State. The CCPA will have a positive 
economic impact, especially in disadvantaged communities. Investment in clean, 
renewable energy projects and energy efficiency retrofits will create jobs and will 
lower energy costs over the long term. Allocating 40% of energy-related funds to 
disadvantaged communities will mean that communities that have borne the 
burden of pollution from energy production, and who pay the largest share of their 
income toward energy costs, will not be left behind in the push for clean, 
renewable energy. This allocation will ease environmental burdens in communities 
most vulnerable to climate change impacts. It will promote a level playing field to 
ensure that all communities benefit from a clean energy economy.  
 
The CCPA has teeth. It’s not possible to move forward otherwise. It creates legally 
binding and enforceable mechanisms to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in a way 
that will improve the health and well-being of New York residents. Cutting 
dependence of fossil fuels, eliminating the greenhouse gases and co-pollutants they 
emit, and investing in clean, renewable energy improves our health and moves us 
toward keeping our world livable. Clean energy equals breathable air.  


