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Memorandum of Support 
S.501-B (Kaminsky)/A.6296A (Englebright) 

In Assembly and Senate Environmental Conservation Committees 
 

NYLPI supports S.501-B/A.6296 A and encourages the New York State Legislature to pass this important 
legislation into law.  
 
Summary: This bill will set up an infrastructure within state government to categorize chemicals of 
concern, prioritize them based on the likelihood for children’s exposure to them, require disclosure by 
children’s product manufacturers as to whether their products contain certain chemicals, and phase out 
dangerous chemicals after a reasonable transition period. Several other states, including California, 
Connecticut, Maine, Oregon, Vermont and Washington, have adopted and are implementing measures 
with similar components. 
 
Justification: We expect products developed for children to be safe. Yet, children’s products lining 
shelves throughout New York may contain chemicals that are toxic to children. Consumers have a right 
to know about hazardous chemicals and to be protected entirely against the most harmful chemicals.  
 
The bill would protect consumers from products that contain toxins that are hazardous to children, 
when the federal government has failed to do so. The provision to prevent the sale or resale of items 
containing the most dangerous chemicals is particularly important for communities where consumers 
have fewer financial resources and may lack access to more expensive toxic-free alternatives. Low price 
and discount retailers that are ubiquitous in lower income communities have been found to sell items 
containing very high levels of “chemicals of concern.” For example, a 2015 study by the Campaign for 
Healthier Solutions and HealthyStuff.org tested products commonly sold at dollar stores, like toys and 
jewelry for children, and found alarmingly high levels of lead, mercury and cadmium.  
 
The Child Safe Products Act takes a measured approach to regulating chemicals in products developed 
for children, and includes a comprehensive list of chemicals that are currently known to have adverse 
effects on human health. The bill also permits updates based upon new information. Chemicals can be 
added to the list or removed, depending on the results of research.  
 
The Child Safe Products Act would also provide clear directives for each member of the supply chain – 
from the manufacturer to the seller. Manufacturers would be required to report the chemicals included 
on the list that are found in their products to the state. The state would in turn provide this information 
to an interstate chemical clearinghouse. Retailers would made aware of manufactured items that are 
considered toxic and are forbidden to sell. They would also be held responsible for selling items that 
they have been notified are prohibited from the market. 
 
NYLPI strongly supports that Child Safe Products Act’s measured approach to enhancing transparency, 
providing guidelines for action and protecting consumer product safety. We cannot afford to miss an 
opportunity to protect New York’s children.  

 


