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I.    New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 
For over 40 years, New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI) has 
been a leading civil rights and legal services advocate for New Yorkers 
marginalized by race, poverty, disability, and immigration status. Through 
our community lawyering model, we bridge the gap between traditional civil 
legal services and civil rights, building strength and capacity for both 
individual solutions and long-term impact. Our work integrates the power of 
individual legal services, impact litigation, and comprehensive organizing 
and policy campaigns. Guided by the priorities of our communities, we 
strive to achieve equality of opportunity and self-determination for people 
with disabilities, create equal access to health care, ensure immigrant 
opportunity, strengthen local nonprofits, and secure environmental justice 
for low-income communities of color. 
 

II.   NYLPI’s Disability Justice Program 
NYLPI’s Disability Justice Program works to advance civil rights and ensure 
equality of opportunity, self-determination, and independence of New 
Yorkers with disabilities.  NYLPI disability advocates have represented 
thousands of individuals and won campaigns improving the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers. We have long fought for equal 
access to public transportation for persons with disabilities, and we are a 
member of the Access-A-Ride Reform Group (AARRG!).  We recently 



 

 

published “Left Behind,” which details the highly deficient e-hail services 
available to the disability community, including the extremely limited stock 
of accessible vehicles and the far longer wait times for those few 
accessible vehicles.  NYLPI’s landmark transportation victories include 
access to New York City’s paratransit system for New Yorkers with 
disabilities who are limited English proficient.  
  
III.  New York City’s streets, sidewalks, bicycle paths, bus lanes, bus 
stops, and public spaces must be made completely accessible to persons 
with disabilities 
  
NYLPI applauds Speaker Johnson and Council Members Rivera, 
Rodriguez, Levine, Reynoso and Constantinides for proposing legislation 
that seeks to ensure accessibility of New York City’s streets, sidewalks, 
bicycle paths, bus lanes, bus stops, and public spaces.  Persons with 
disabilities constitute nearly 11% of the population in New York 
City.  https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/mopd/downloads/pdf/selected-
characteristics-disabled-population.pdf.  Making sure streets, sidewalks, 
bicycle paths, bus lanes, bus stops, and public spaces are accessible is 
vital to the lives of New Yorkers with disabilities, as well as to the lives of 
the many persons with disabilities who visit New York. There are also 
benefits to people who have strollers, suitcases, are elderly, have a 
temporary disability, or have heavy things to carry. 
 
Because accessibility is so critical for persons with disabilities -- and it is 
the law -- NYLPI strongly recommends that the bill’s provisions which 
discuss disability access be amended as follows: 
 
Sections 19-200(b)(1) and 19-200(c)(2)(v)  
 

* Rather than merely mandating that the department “prioritize 
and promote … improving access,” the Council must mandate that 
the department “prioritize and promote … ensuring full 
access.”  Notably, the bill does not mandate prioritizing and 
promoting merely improving the safety of pedestrians and individuals 
using bicycles, improving mass transit usage, or improving reduction 
of traffic and emissions.  The goals for disability access should be 
similarly far-reaching and in line with legal mandates. 

 



 

 

* In addition, the bill must mandate access for all persons with 
disabilities, not just those with “reduced mobility, hearing, or visual 
impairments.”  

 
Section 19-200(c)(3)(v) 
 

* Mandating only in this section, which deals with intersections 
with pedestrian signals, that standards for accessible design “comply 
with the current Americans with Disabilities Act,” suggests that 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for other 
design standards -- or other access issues generally -- is not 
required.  Either the reference to the ADA here should be deleted, or 
references to the ADA should be added in all other places where 
access is discussed.  

 
Often times, people don’t think about accessibility as their problem, unless 
they are directly affected by inaccessibility. Before I became an amputee, 
nearly 6 years ago, I didn’t realize how inaccessible many part of our city 
are to people with disabilities, even though I’ve had lupus since 1999. I’ve 
never lived near an accessible train station, and I’ve only lived in one place 
without steps (including my current apartment). Until I became an amputee, 
I could go any places I wanted, because I could use the bus/train and/or 
walk wherever I needed to go, even though my lupus made me a bit slower 
than my peers. 
 
Now, I have to go down sidewalks that are more than two inches high 
backwards, because it’s safer for me to do as an above- and below-knee 
amputee who uses a walker. There have been times that I have had to 
climb down six-inch sidewalks, which is extremely unsafe, but I don’t have 
a choice.  A few weeks ago, after multiple 12 hour days, my body couldn’t 
handle stepping up onto a side walk that was little more than one inch. It 
was particularly difficult because it was already dark out and I couldn’t see 
the sidewalks clearly. The grass and dirt in front of my apartment building 
are also very uneven and not very secure to step on with two metal feet. I 
nearly lost my balance. 
 
There are also a number of public spaces that aren’t accessible to me, for 
many reasons: there’s a lot of walking to get to my final destination when 
going someplace, there are a number of stairs, and/or the ramp is 
extremely steep and doesn’t work for people like myself with physical 



 

 

disabilities. There are several locations, like Bellevue, NY Presbyterian and 
the NYC Public Library (main branch) that have extremely steep ramps that 
make coming down unsafe for people with physical disabilities like mine. 
 
I ask that the City follow the law and ensure that people with disabilities 
have access to all public facilities and services. I also ask that you include 
people with disabilities in all discussions of access.  
 
 


