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Thank you, Chair Constantinides and members of the committee, for the opportunity to speak with 

your today. My name is Asha Brundage-Moore and I am a student at NYU Law and summer intern at 

New York Lawyers for Interest. I am here today to speak in support of Introduction 1399. New York 

City – and the Council Members here in particular – is a leader in addressing climate change. To 

continue this progress, the city must not only continue to pass groundbreaking legislation, but must 

also ensure there is accountability, enforcement and follow through by the City. 

  

As we all know, creating a greener, more sustainable city in the face of climate change is a complex, 

multi-dimensional problem that demands a coordinated response.  At New York Lawyers for the 

Public Interest, we have worked for three decades to advocate for low-income communities and 

communities of color in the New York City area that face disproportionate environmental hazards. 

The impacts of climate change and unsustainable practices like fossil fuel dependence and poor solid 

waste management fall hardest on the communities we partner with. We support Introduction 1399 

because it would enable our big city to better address the complex problem of climate change and 

sustainability by coordinating the City’s sustainability strategies, increasing oversight, and bringing 

City organization in line with peer cities. 

 

2019 has been a busy year in the fight against climate change, with legislation on reducing building 

emissions, green roofs, and bag fees all passing in the first six month of the year. The implementation 

of each of these laws will be overseen by different city departments. Many different sectors, like 

buildings, vehicles, and power plants contribute to climate change, and the consequences of climate 

change, like rising sea levels, impact many parts of the City’s infrastructure.  Introduction 1399 would 



help coordinate sustainability initiatives across sectors so that New York City residents could have a 

central clearinghouse for information about energy efficiency, local composting and installing rooftop 

solar.  This would help the new Department achieve its goal of educating the public on climate change 

and sustainability initiatives.  A single Department of Sustainability and Climate Change would also 

help facilitate effective communication between other relevant agencies. 

 

Introduction 1399 advances the City’s climate change goals by ensuring continuity and oversight of 

the City’s sustainability efforts. Transitioning to a more sustainable city is an important long-term goal 

and moving oversight of sustainability and climate change policy out of the Mayor’s office reduces the 

fluctuations that can come from changing administrations. It also allows for real oversight from the 

City Council, who can call hearings and request testimony from the new Commissioner, to ensure the 

Department is doing everything necessary to achieve its goals. 

 

Many other US cities at the forefront of the fight against climate change including Seattle, Denver and 

Miami use a Department of Sustainability as a hub for all sustainability related initiatives.  

 

Introduction 1399 is a sensible way to move forward addressing not just the issue of climate change 

but also resiliency and civic engagement. We look forward to continuing to work with the Council to 

advance this issue. 

Thank you. 
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