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Overlap between asthma hospitalizations and 
poor housing quality in NYC



Local Law 55

Passed in 2018, Local Law 55, or the Asthma Free Housing Act, holds landlords in 
NYC accountable for keeping rental homes free of mold and pests.

The Act also allows health professionals to refer patients to the Healthy Homes 
Program for home inspections so that allergens that may be triggering asthma can 
be remediated.



What can you do to help?



              Clear the A.I.R.:
➔ Ask
➔ Inform
➔ Refer



Ask

● Ask your patient whether they have seen any signs of pests 
(mice, rats, or cockroaches) or mold in their home



Inform

● Inform your patient that the allergens in their home may be 
exacerbating their asthma

● Seek their consent to refer 



Refer
● Refer your patient:

1. Complete this form and fax it to the Healthy Homes Program.
2. Or, submit the form online at http://nyc.gov/health/cir using a user ID and 

password. If you do not have an online account, then you can call 
646-632-6085 and the HHP staff will work with you to submit the referral 
online. 





What does a referral do?

Your patient will be referred to the Healthy Homes Program (HHP), which 
will then contact your patient or their family to make an appointment for a 
home inspection. 

If either mold or pests are found, the HHP will work with the patient and/or 
their family and their landlord to resolve the issue.



Why Refer?

● Provide needed support to a patient in addressing this crucial issue in 
their home

● Improve asthma management among patients and help reduce 
adverse consequences of asthma, including hospitalizations

● Address disparities in access to healthcare and healthy homes



Remember
Clear the A.I.R.

Ask
Inform
Refer



Thank You!
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